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General Patton reminded us that
“wars may be fought with weapons but
they are won by men.” Shaun was a
skillful soldier, and he and his com-
rades in arms are the ones with the
boots on the ground that are winning
this war. Shaun realized this, and dur-
ing his first tour of duty in Iraq he de-
cided to re-enlist in the United States
Army and make the military his ca-
reer. He served three tours of duty in
Iraq.

When Shaun’s father died in 2002, he
helped his stepmother, Doris, through
many difficult times. He took care of
his family back home in America.

Doris said that she was impressed at
Shaun’s emotional strength during
that painful ordeal of the family fa-
ther’s death. Doris said that she was
proud that the Army really helped him
become a mature individual.

George Washington once said that
““discipline is the soul of the Army.”
And with Shaun’s character, back-
ground and career in the Army, Shaun
was able to overcome even the most
trying circumstances because of that
discipline.

One of Shaun’s best friends, Johnny
Fregia, described him as a ‘‘good ol’
boy that died for his country.” They
became friends when they worked to-
gether in Dayton, Texas. Shaun was
Johnny’s helper, and he kept work in-
teresting for Johnny with his humor,
ever-present smile and his constant
good mood. They enjoyed even shoot-
ing pool after work, and Johnny said
that Shaun was pretty good at it.

Johnny described the high caliber of
character and love for their country
that his friend Shaun had and the rest
of our military men and women pos-
sess.

Johnny went ahead and said, ‘‘free-
dom ain’t free. And sometimes we take
it for granted. There’s a price to pay,
and those guys like Shaun are willing
to pay for it. They are willing to lose
everything they’ve got to keep this
country free.”

Madam Speaker, this is a recent pho-
tograph of Shaun Paul Tousha right
before he died. Shaun Tousha paid the
ultimate price with his life, the price
for freedom in our country.

Aristotle once wrote that ‘‘we make
war so that we may live in peace.”
Shaun served in order that we may
have freedom and have real peace in
this country.

Americans, even in this chamber, cry
peace, peace. But Madam Speaker,
there can be no peace as long as there
are people who are trying to kill Amer-
icans somewhere in the world. And
Shaun Paul tried to protect us from
that threat.

He had a heart as big as Texas, and
we are proud of Sergeant Shaun
Tousha. The light of his life has been
extinguished, buy Shaun’s joyful spirit
will burn bright forever in the hearts
and minds of his friends, his fellow sol-
diers, and the Texans that loved him.

And that’s just the way it is.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)
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HONORING THE LIFE OF LOU
COSTANTINO

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Texas (Ms. JACKSON-LEE)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. I thank
you, Madam Speaker, and I thank you
for your leadership.

As I begin my special order this
afternoon, I want to pay tribute to two
great Americans. One is a friend to us
all. We know him well as Lou
Costantino. We thank him so very
much, and we really know him as Lou.
We thank him for his friendship. We
thank him for his warmth. We thank
him for taking care of this place, this
House.

Lou, you see, was one of the distin-
guished men and women who stand
outside of the house chamber, works
with the Sergeant of Arms, is in con-
junction with the Clerk’s Office. But
really, Lou is part of our family.

He attended and was concerned about
all of our guests that would come. He
was concerned about the Members. He
was equally concerned and passionate
about America.

I consider him a great patriot, a
great American. He loved this work be-
cause he was serving America.

Lou lost his battle just this past
weekend, but we are reminded that Lou
was with us last week. How truly val-
iant Lou is in life and in death, and I
stand here today to offer my deepest
sympathy to his wife, Doris; his daugh-
ter, Edie; his son, Lewis, Jr.; and to all
of his family members. May he rest in
peace and may God bless him.

I also take note to acknowledge the
happy celebration of the birthday of
Maya Angelou, poet laureate, teacher,
mentor, resident of Winston-Salem,
North Carolina, the author of the 1993
inaugural poem that suggested that
those of us who live in the great land
must come from underneath the rocks
and shout out and be seen for justice.
She also wrote the language or the
words to a book, “I Know Why the
Caged Bird Sings,” to talk about what
it’s like to be isolated, to be contained,
to be inhibited as a child growing up in
the deep south.

Maya Angelou can be considered a
great American, certainly a great poet,
certainly a great mentor of men and
women, college students, as she taught
me at Yale University. I am honored
today to be able to say ‘‘thank you” to
Maya Angelou.

I now move, Madam Speaker, to
something that has been continuing in
this Nation, and very quickly I call
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upon the Secretary of State and the
United States of America to reengage
more actively in the negotiations be-
tween the Israelis and the Palestinians.
I now believe fully that the only way
that we will have success in recog-
nizing and achieving peace in the Mid-
dle East is not through preemptive at-
tacks, but through concern, negotia-
tion, and firmness.

We must tell the negotiators what
America wants to see and provide them
the support. We must insist that we
will continue to be a friend of Israel,
we will never step away from her, and
we stand by Israel’s right to exist as a
freedom-loving democratic people.

Let’s say to the Palestinians if they
are to move their people beyond the
refugee camps, then they, too, must
fight for democracy and two distinct
separate states. The two-state theory
must be put in action, but we can no
longer stand by as an objective by-
stander. We must be engaged, we must
roll up our sleeves, we must recognize
that we are very much a part of the
peace process in the Middle East.

I remember very well when the Presi-
dent came in and he said, That’s their
business. My good friends on the other
side of the aisle got up and joined him,
That’s their business. It’s our business.

And before the lights go out on this
administration, it would do well for us
in the name of Prime Minister Sharon,
who began this process, to get engaged
and to make sure that we can have
peace in the Middle East, to have an
ally in Israel, safe and secure, and to
say to the Palestinian people that you
can have good health, you can have
housing, you can have education.

I think, Madam Speaker, that this is
a challenge that the Secretary of State
should accept; this is a challenge for
the President to accept. America can
do no less.

I did not say ‘‘battle.” I said ‘‘en-
gage,” and be able to be part of the ne-
gotiation for peace. There is nothing
wrong for being considered a peace-lov-
ing Nation that promotes peace.

May God bless this Nation and bless
our soldiers, wherever they may be, as
they stand on the front lines around
the world asking us to promote our
ideals and our values, and that is
peacemakers.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. JONES of North Carolina ad-
dressed the House. His remarks will ap-
pear hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. SCHIFF) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. SCHIFF addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)
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